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THE LATIN R EQUIEM LITURGY

BY
BJØR N MORTEN CHRISTOPHERSEN



WAR SAILORS THAT ARE QUOTED:

(1)	 Harald Nicolaisen, 2nd Officer on M/T "Beduin".  
Torpedoed 16th March 1941. Memoirs.

(2)	 Adam Egede-Nissen, Military doctor and passenger onboard M/T "Nyholt".  
Torpedoed 17th January 1942. Memoirs.

(3)  	 Ole Hegre, Telegrapher on D/S "K. G. Meldahl".  
Letter to Selma in USA, 22nd October 1941.

(4) 	 Oskar Pedersen, Stoker on M/T "Sandanger".  
Torpedoed 12th May 1943. Interview.

(5) 	 Leif Vetlesen, Able Seaman. Poem Sea, Death and Love.
(6) 	 Oskar Skjold, Ship Engineer on D/S "Borgholm".  

Letter to his wife Amy, Yjmeden, The Netherlands, 25th January 1940.
(7) 	 Hans Petter Henriksen, 2nd Officer on D/S "Sjofna". Diary, June 1940.
(8) 	 Herman Torgersen, Chief on D/S "Raceland". Bombed 28th March 1942. Memoirs.
(9) 	 Dag Midbøe, Ship Engineer on M/T "Leiv Eriksson".  

Torpedoed 27th June 1942. Interview.
(10) 	 Nils Bjørnsson, Artillery Seaman in the Norwegian Navy. Autobiography.
(11) 	 An unnamed sailor's parents.

(12) 	 Herman Wildenvey, Norwegian poet.
(13) 	 Psalm: Vreidedagen, Norwegian translation of Dies irae.
(14) 	 Psalm: Who Knows How Near My End May Be?
(15) 	 Nordahl Grieg, Norwegian poet.
(16) 	 Old sea shanty, probably of German origins from the 1870s.





















BJØRN MORTEN
CHRISTOPHERSEN 

The Norwegian composer Bjørn Morten Christophersen (1976—) has written works 
on commission from Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra, Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Stavanger Symphony Orchestra, Kristiansand Symphony Orchestra, Royal Norwegian 
Navy Band and The National Norwegian Opera Chorus, Oslo International Church 
Music Festival, Ålesund Chamber Music Festival, Schola Cantorum (Oslo), Ensemble 
96 as well as Norwegian Broadcasting Coorperation (NRK) and others. He has also 
written nearly 200 arrangements, mostly for orchestra. In 2022 he was nominated 
to the Norwegian Grammy, Spellemannsprisen, for his oratorio The Lapse on Time, 
based on Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species. From 2024 he holds the Norwegian 
Government ’s Artist Grant for five years (Statens kunstnerstipend).

Christophersen is Senior Lecturer at the Department of Musicology, University of Oslo 
and has been teaching composition, arranging, harmony, orchestration and counterpoint 
there since 2003. In 2016 he completed his PhD on the Norwegian composer Johan 
Svendsen's sketches and music theory exercises.



THORBJØRN 
GULBRANDSØY 

Bergen-born tenor Thorbjørn Gulbrandsøy 
is based in Amsterdam, pursuing a national 
and international career following his 
education at the Royal Academy of Music 
in London. He has performed on renowned 
stages such as Glyndebourne Festival 
Opera, Opera North, and Gran Teatre del 
Liceu. His operatic roles include Pelléas 
in Pelléas et Mélisande in London, Rodolfo 
in La Bohème in the Netherlands and on 
tour in the UK, as well as Romeo  
in Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette on tour  
in Sweden.

From 2015 to 2017, he was affiliated with 
the Norwegian National Opera & Ballet, 
where he performed several roles, including 
Vana Kudrjas in Katya Kabanova, the 
Steersman in The Flying Dutchman, and 
Tamino in The Magic Flute—a role he 
repeated in 2019 on the same stage. In 2021, 
he returned to Oslo, this time in the title 
role of Orpheus in  
the Underworld.

He has also enjoyed success as Don José 
in Carmen with the Arctic Philharmonic 
and as Hoffmann in The Tales of 

ASTRID
NORDSTAD 

Astrid Nordstad is a Norwegian mezzo-
soprano who was awarded the prestigious 
Tom Wilhelmsen Opera and Ballet Prize 
in 2022. After completing her studies at 
the Norwegian Academy of Music and 
the Royal Danish Opera Academy in 
Copenhagen, she was a soloist trainee 
at the Norwegian National Opera & 
Ballet from 2018 to 2020. As of 2024, she 
holds a permanent soloist position at the 
Norwegian National Opera & Ballet. She 
has also performed at the Royal Danish 
Opera, where she portrayed roles such as 
Olga in Eugene Onegin, as well as at several 
other opera houses across Norway.

As a concert singer, she has been a soloist 
in performances of Bruckner’s Mass 
in F minor at the Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam, Mahler’s Symphony No. 3  
with the Real Orquesta Sinfónica de 
Sevilla, and Ravel’s Shéhérazade with the 
Trondheim Symphony Orchestra. She has 
also performed Wagner’s Wesendonck 
Lieder at the Dresden Music Festival and 
taken on the role of Cleofe in Handel’s 
La Resurrezione with Les Musiciens 
du Louvre in Aix-en-Provence and at 

Hoffmann at Norrlandsoperan. In 2025, he 
performed the role of Albert Gregor in  
The Makropulos Affair at Scottish Opera. 
In addition to his operatic career, he is a 
passionate lieder singer, with a repertoire 
that includes Schumann’s Dichterliebe and 
Beethoven’s An die ferne Geliebte.

the Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg. Her 
repertoire also includes Mahler’s Rückert-
Lieder with the Arctic Philharmonic  
and further performances of La mort  
de Cléopâtre by Berlioz with the Aix- 
en-Provence Festival.



MAGNE
FREMMERLID 

Bass-baritone Magne Fremmerlid was 
born and raised in Skodje, Sunnmøre. 
He received his musical education from 
the Rogaland Conservatory of Music in 
Stavanger, where he studied with Marit 
Storækre. He made his debut at the 
University Aula in Oslo with support from 
Rikskonsertene (Concerts Norway).

Before joining the Norwegian National 
Opera & Ballet in 1997, Fremmerlid 
worked as a music lecturer at Solborg 
Folk High School in Stavanger and at 
Vestfold University College for 14 years. 
As a soloist at the Norwegian National 
Opera for 19 years, he performed over 75 
different operatic roles, including Sarastro 
in The Magic Flute, Figaro in The Marriage 
of Figaro, Scarpia in Tosca, Escamillo 
in Carmen, Hagen in Götterdämmerung, 
Heinrich in Lohengrin, Daland in The 
Flying Dutchman, Gurnemanz in Parsifal, 
Zaccaria in Nabucco, the title role 
in Bluebeard’s Castle, and Boris in Lady 
Macbeth of Mtsensk.

MAGNUS 
INGEMUND KJELSTAD 

Born in 1991, Magnus Ingemund Kjelstad 
studied at the Norwegian Academy 
of Music and the Royal Danish Opera 
Academy in Copenhagen, where he was  
a student of Susanna Eken.

He made his debut at the Royal Danish 
Opera in 2017, performing several roles on 
the main stage during his studies. After 
graduating in 2019, he sang Morales/
Dancaïre in Carmen and Guglielmo in  
Così fan tutte at the Royal Danish Opera.

From 2020 to 2022, he was a soloist trainee 
at the Norwegian National Opera & 
Ballett, where he performed roles such 
as Schaunard in La Bohème, Jupiter 
in Orpheus in the Underworld, and Morales 
in Carmen. In the following seasons, he has 
been a frequent presence on the main stage 
in Oslo, appearing as Guglielmo in Così fan 
tutte, Karl in Nothing, and Edwin in The 
Csárdás Princess. He has also performed 
in productions across regional Norwegian 
opera houses, including Marcello in La 
Bohème, Simon in Push by Howard Moody, 
and Sandbuchs/Erik Madsen in Edvard 
Bræin’s Den Stundesløse.

In addition to his opera career, Fremmerlid 
is an active concert and oratorio singer, 
performing extensively both in Norway 
and abroad. He has collaborated with 
all the major professional orchestras 
in Norway, including as a soloist in 
performances of Hulda by César Franck 
and Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson in Lillehammer, 
as well as Terminus by Therese Ulvo and 
Marit Eikemo.

Kjelstad is also an accomplished lieder 
singer. In recent years, he has performed 
large song cycles by Agathe Backer 
Grøndahl in concerts at Troldhaugen 
in Bergen, the Nationalmuseum in 
Stockholm, and the Musée d’Orsay  
in Paris.



BJARTE
ENGESET 

Bjarte Engeset (Born in Ørsta, Norway) 
studied conducting with Jorma Panula at 
the Sibelius Academy (diploma exam in 
1989). In 1991 he attended the Tanglewood 
Music Center in the USA, with teachers 
such as Seiji Ozawa and Gustav Meier.
 
In the period 2014—2020, Engeset was the 
artistic director of the Royal Norwegian 
Navy Band. Engeset has previously been 
chief conductor and artistic director of 
the Ålesund Symphony Orchestra, Tromsø 
Symphony Orchestra, Norwegian Wind 
Ensemble and DalaSinfoniettan, and has 
been a permanent guest conductor with 
the Flemish Radio Symphony Orchestra 
(Brusells Philharmonic). He has also been 
artistic director of the Northern Lights 
Festival, Opera Nord and the festival  
Fjord Cadenza. 
 
Engeset has conducted all the professional 
orchestras in Norway, including the 
Norwegian Opera & Ballet. He has also 
guest conducted a substantial number 
of leading orchestras in the Nordics, 
Europe and the USA, including orchestras 

like the Helsinki Philharmonic, the 
Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, 
the Gothenburg Symphony, the 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, 
the Saint Peters-burg Philharmonic, the 
Moscow Radio Symphony Orchestra, the 
Czech Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Engeset has recorded more than 40  
CDs, a large part of which is with music 
by Norwegian composers such as Johan 
Svendsen, Christian Sinding, Ludvig 
Irgens–Jensen, Oscar Borg and Geirr 
Tveitt. For the company Naxos, he has 
recorded all of Edvard Grieg's works for 
orchestra (8 CDs) with the Royal Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra and the Malmö 
Symphony Orchestra. Engeset has also 
recorded music by, among others, Carl 
Nielsen, Jean Sibelius, Sergej Prokofjev 
and Percy Grainger, in addition to 
contemporary composers such as Nils 
Lindberg, Piet Swerts, Herman Vogt  
and Magne Hegdal. 
 
Since 2014, Engeset has been Editor in 
Chief of the project Norwegian Music 
Heritage, which produces critical editions 
of Norwegian music.
 

From 2014 to 2020, he was the chief 
conductor of KNMM. During this period, 
The RNNB has recorded several CDs
with Engeset as conductor, including 
Percy Grainger's complete music for 
winds. During this time, he led RNNB's 
largest productions, including the annual 
Fireworks Concerts with soloists such as 
José Carreras, Lise Davidsen, and Melody 
Gardot. He also conducted the world 
premiere of Krigsseilerrekviem in 2022.

Bjarte Engeset is currently professor of 
conducting at the University of Stavanger 

and head of the faculty's conducting 
section. He has been associated with UiS 
since 2019. Engeset has for a number of 
years led master classes in conducting at 
home and abroad. 
 
In recent years, he has, for example, taught 
at the Conductor's Week in Stavanger 
(since 2013), at the Norwegian initiative 
"Dirigentløftet", at the Sibelius Academy  
in Helsinki and at the Royal Conservatoire 
in Brussels.



ROYAL NORWEGIAN 
NAVY BAND

Royal Norwegian Navy Band is one of five professional military bands in Norway.  
The band was established in 1820 and has been located in Horten, near Oslo, since 1850. 
It is a unique and popular ensemble and plays concerts both in Norway and abroad with 
its 27 professional and highly educated musicians. The band gives up to 150 performances 
each year and has undertaken tours and military assignments to USA, France, Russia, 
China, Spain, and elsewhere. The band has also visited Afghanistan twice to perform 
for both Norwegian and foreign troops. 

Royal Norwegian Navy Band won a ‘Norwegian GRAMMY’ (Spellemannprisen) 
in 2003 and has collaborated with several of Norway’s most famous singers and musicians. 
The band has also collaborated with international soloists such as José Carreras and Melody 
Gardot. In 2017 the band won the ‘Best Large Ensemble’ YAMaward for their production 
of Holst’s The Planets. 

Royal Norwegian Navy Band has made its mark performing classical, contemporary, jazz, 
rock and pop music, in addition to traditional band repertoire. 

Royal Norwegian Navy Band's societal engagement is parhcularly evident through the War 
Sailor cause, which the band has been following since the 1960s. The efforts of the War 
Sailors during the second world war are considered Norway's most significant contribuhon 
to the Allied victory. 

The band has published a long series of CDs including the well reviewed CD Symphonies  
of Wind Instruments including Hindemith Konzertmusik and Symphony in B-flat and three 
CDs with the complete music for winds by Percy Grainger. 



THE NORWEGIAN 
NATIONAL OPERA CHORUS

The Norwegian National Opera Chorus is the only full-time professional chorus in 
Norway. It consists of 52 highly educated opera singers by many different nationalities. 
On stage, they can perform as any imaginable characters, and seeing them as sheep, burnt 
souls or aliens is as common as experiencing them dancing a waltz in crinolines or a cha 
cha cha in samba outfits!  Apart from this, they also hold their own concerts and concerts 
in collaboration with The Norwegian National Opera Orchestra and other actors. Some 
of their most memorable cooperations have been Verdi's requiem with Trondheim 
Symphony Orchestra,  a concert with the metal band Satyricon, Mahler 8 with Bergen 
Philharmonic Orchestra and Krigsseilerrekviem with Royal Norwegian Navy Band. Many 
of the singers in the chorus also take on solo roles, on their home stage in Oslo as well 
as on other stages in or outside of Norway. The choir is currently lead by chorus master 
Stephen Harris.
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BJØR N MORTEN 
CHR ISTOPHERSEN (1976)
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CD I
I. INTROITUS: HVIL I FR ED—06:06

II. KYR IE: DØDENS HÅND—09:09
III. GR A DUA LE: SHANT Y—06:18

IV. DIES IR A E: W E CAR RY ON—11:34
V. TUBA MIRUM: . . .AND CAR RY ON... .—06:18

CD II 
VI. KJÆR E LUCY—09:43

VII. TUBA MIRUM R ECR ESCIT: 
HVO V ET HVOR NÆR MIG ER MIN ENDE?—14:18

VIII. OFFERTOR IUM:  
NÅR VI BR INGER FR IHET HJEM—08:56

I X. LIBER A ME: HAR DU SOV ET GODT?—12:57


